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INDIAN AFFAIRS. 


THE Board of the Hamilton Baptist Mission Society, held an ad- 
journed meeting at Oneida Castleton, on the 9th of October. They in- 
spected the Mechanics, the Buildings and the School. They were 
highly gratified with the proficiency which had been made by two Indian 
boys in the biacksmith’s trade. The Committee appointed to erect a 
house, two barns, and a carpenter’s shop, had considerably advanced 
with them all, and they were in a good degree of forwardness. The 
School consisted of but a small number of scholars. The last winter it 
averaged about forty in a day; but has been considerably less during, 
the summer. As the children are under very little parental restraints, 
and rove about at pleasure, they find many diversions in summer, whiclx 
they pursue in preference to a regular attendance on the School. Im 
the winter they are more shut up, and it is less difficult to keep them at 
school. The Board have very little doubts, but the School will increase 
in a short time, beyond its former numbers. 

A number of the chief men of the Nation manifested a desire for an 
interview with the Board, which was granted. They expressed much 
confidence and satisfaction in the Board, fully approving the measures 
adopted to improve their degraded and suffering condition. They re- 
quested the Board to pursue the instruction of their children, and pro- 
mised to do all in their power to assist. In their deliberations on the 
measures proper to be pursued with the School, the Board are of the 
opinion that a boarding house ought to he established, in connection 
with the School, and ‘that a number of the most promising children 
should be collected from different parts of the Nation, and placed un- 
der the controul of the Teacher. ‘This measure will not only secure 
their attendance at school, but will separate them from many scenes of 
dissipation, and have an influence in drawing other children to this 
School. To carry this plan into effect will increase the expenses of the 
Board, but will undoubtedly secure a more effectual application of all 
the public charities to this people. 

It is presumed the benevolent, who have begun to open their hearts 
and their hands to this wretched race of perisbing creaiures, will net at 
the very commencement of assistance, shut up their bowels of compas- 
sion against them. What has been done, is regarded as a pledge of 
christian liberality, which will continue with the prayers of the saints, 


and their duty and means to perpetuate assistance. 
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From the Columbian Star. 
WHATF ARE THE QUALIFICATIONS OF A GOSPEL MINISTER ? 


Tus question is an important one, inasmuch as, on a proper reply, 
depends not only the ability of the candidate for the office of the minis- 
try to examine himself, and of the church with which he is connected to 
judge of his talents, but also the discriminating between those who are 
in truth ‘ ministers of Christ and stewards of the mysteries of God,’ 
and those who are such only in name. 

As there are some things which are regarded as qualifications, which in 
reality are not, and others that are supposed to disqualify, but from 
which no discouragement ought to be drawn, a few distinctions must 
be made. 

We need not prove that mere morality of character, powers of elo- 
quence, or heirships to livings, are insufficient: a heathen or an infidel 
may possess them all. But it may be necessary to state that, 

1. A persuasion in the mind of the subject himself is no genuine 
proof. We acknowledge that whom the Lord calls He inclines, but 
desire and talent are different things. Most young Christians, brought 
up from the horrible pit, and taught the excellency of Jesus, feel ar- 
dent to proclaim His character to thousands. This anxiety for the sal- 
vation of sinners is lovely, as a fruit of the werk of God in the heart. 
It designates the saint, but not the preacher. 

2. The confident decisions of friends and relatives are not always to 
be trusted. ‘These, the youth who is impatient to ascend the pulpit, 
commonly regards as sufficiently confirming the propriety of his own 
impressions. Hes not aware that natural affection usurps the seat of 
sober judgment. Many a fond parent, like the mother of the sons of 
Zebedee, has wished a child exalted in the service of Christ, without 
observing the mixture in the motives which govern the heart. To 
long earnestly that a son ora friend may glorify God in the work of 
the ministry, is an effect of grace, while the sentiments we form of his 
ability may be nothing but nature. 

3. Success is no satisfactory proof that a preacher is qualified of God. 
Many whose subsequent conduct has proved them like Simon the sor- 
cerer, to have been in the gall of bitterness, have been useful in a 
high degree. They have urged their success as a test of their call. 
But it should be remembered the blessing respects the doctrine, not the 
preacher.—God has said ‘ my word that goeth forth out of my mouth 
shall not return unto me void!’ ‘This glorious word, therefore, may be 
quick and powerful, though its preacher be held in the bonds of iniquity. 

There are, besides these, some things which are often supposed to 
disqualify, but do not. 

1. A deep impression of our entire unworthiness. When we reflect 
on the high honor done by the Lord to His faithful ministers, connect 
in our meditation with it, our own guilt and impurity—we may well re- 
cede and exclaim, Lord, what am 1? or what my father’s house! To 
appear as an ambassador of Christ, and to stand in His stead in the 
midst of the great congregation—to be employed in the hands of His 
Spirit in training up the children of God for mansions in their Father’s 
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house—are exercises in which the mightiest angels in heaven might 
glory. But if only the worthy are to serve in the sanctuary, where 
shall they be found? Paul, who came not behind the chief of the apos- 
tles, with relation to his preaching the unsearchable riches of Christ, 
terms himself, ‘‘ less than the least of all saints.’? His services in the 
cause of his Lord were attended with all humility of mind, and with 
many tears and temptations. Self-abasement will aid rather than hinder 
in the work of God. It will trample under foot the serpent Pride, and 
cast the crown at the feet of Jesus. 

2. Great fear and trembling of spirit in prospect of the service, should 
not lead to the conclusion that requisite qualifications are not possesa- 
ed. When we reflect on the solemnity of the work and on the awful 
responsibility of the minister of God, we may wonder the dread of 
souls is no greater.—Son of man, said the Lord to Ezekiel, ‘ I have 
made thee a watchman—Hear the words of my mouth. When I say to 
the wicked, ‘ Thou shalt surely die—and thou gavest him no warning, 
the wicked man shall die in his iniquity, but Azs blood will I require at 
thy hands.’ One of the fathers terms this sentence thunderbolts, and 
not words. The sincere minister of Christ perhaps, cannot be found, 
who has not trembled at the address. But impressions such as these 
have been common to the most eminent of God’s servants.—It was in 
the dread of his spirit that Moses said, ‘‘ O my Lord, send I pray thee 
by the hand of him whom thou wilt send.” Jehovah encouraged Jere- 
miah, when he cried, ‘‘ Ah Lord God, I cannot speak, for | am a child,’ 
by saying be not afraid! ‘‘ | was with you,’’ said Paul to the Corinthi- 
ans, ‘** in weakness, and in fear and in much trembling.” Holy fear is 
useful and not injurious, when it leads to greater faithfulness in the 
ministry, and toa more entire reliance on the Lord for His assistance. 

3. The neglect, or even the contempt of many who profess the name 
of Christ does not prove that we ought not to gird up the loins for 
the labours of a steward. Different measures of talent are given to 
diiferent elders, all designed for the perfecting of the saint. One star 
differeth from another star in glory. But he who condemns a Christi- 
an minister possessing two talents, because he equals not another pos- 
sessing ten, should fear lest He see it and be angry, who hath said, 
‘‘ whoso despiseth you, despiseth me.’? The heart of man is easily 
vanquished by prejudice, and still easier by pride. Not all the elo- 
quence and zeal, and purity and usefulness of an apostle were sufficient 
to restrain his adversaries from saying, ‘‘ his bodily presence is weak, 
and his speech contemptible.”’ 

4. The discovery of no immedate or great success, should not lead 
any of God’s servants to conclude, he has never been called to his Mas- 
ter’s works. Self-examination may be proper, whether truth has been 
exhibited in all its parts, or whether the heart may not be too vain to 
bear the glory of much usefulness. But we know that though Isaiah 
found occasion to exclaim, ‘‘ who hath believed our report,’’ he con- 
tinued still to prophecy. Few, in comparison of the multitude of hear- 
ers, appear to have been converted under the teachings of our Lord, 
vet he still remained the minister of the circumcision. If we have as 
yet toiled and rowed and caught nothing, who can tell, but that the 
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next endeavour may bring the greater success? Whatever be the re- 
sult, like the disciples, we should say, ‘* At thy word we will let down 
the net.”’ A minister is no adequate judge of the degree of his use- 
fulness. Seed may have been sown and harvests be rising when he 
suspected all was barrenness. We have sometimes discovered more of 
the usefulness of a minister after his decease than before. ‘The lamp 
has burned when the pitcher was broken. 

The qualifications requisite for a Gospel minister may be divided 
into two classes: the essential, without which he cannot properly bear 
the name, and the contributory, or those which tend to assist, adorn and 
complete the holy character. | 

The essential qualifications appear to be these four; godliness, knowl- 
edge, readiness of communication, and a divine call. 

1. Godliness is requisite. Under this term we include holiness of 
heart, and purity of life. An unconverted man is a wicked man, but 
unto the wicked God saith, ‘* What hast thou to do to declare my stat- 
utes, or that thou shouldst take my covenant into thy mouth, seeing 
thou hatest instruction, and casteth my word behind thee.’’—In the 
epistles to Timothy and Titus, where the qualifications of a bishop are 
distinctly stated, it is required that he be, ‘‘ holy, alover of good men.”’ 
‘* He must hold the mystery of the faith in a pure conscience.”? The 
apostles gave themselves unto prayer. Timothy is addressed as being 
a good man, and full of the Holy Ghost and of faith. David, in his 
34th Psalm, first relates his gracious experience, and then adds ‘‘ come 
ye children, hearken unto me, [| will teach you the fear of the Lord.” 
Describing the state of His disciples, our divine Prophet said, ‘‘ ye are 
clean,’’ and it was after Peter’s avowal of his love to Jesus, that he re- 
ceived the injunctions, ‘‘ feed my sheep, feed my lambs.’’ What in- 
deed can be expected from an unconverted minister? How shall 
an ungodly preacher illustrate the excellency of the divine char- 
acter which his heart abhors, or the glories of a law he loves 
to violate? How shall he describe the distress of an awakened 
sinner which he never felt, or the ecstasy of one who has re- 
ceived pardon through the blood of Christ, while he lies himself un- 
der sentence of condemnation? If he refer to the temptations and con- 
flicts, the fears and consolations of the true believer, he proceeds with 
such awkward irregularity as compels the afflicted good man to cry out, 
‘‘ the degs of the lame are not equal, so is a parable in the mouth of 
fools.”” The lip must be touched with a coal from the altar and iniquity 
purged, before the prophet receives the commission,—‘ go tell this peo- 
ple, hear ye.’ ‘It pleased God, said the apostle Paul, to call me by 
His grace and to reveal His Son in me, that [ might preach Him.”’ But 
the “‘ root of the matter’ is not all, the verdure and fruit of a holy con- 
versation are required also.—The bishop must be visible in domestic 
life. He must be the husband of one wife, polygamy being as contrary 
to the course of nature as to the laws of God. ‘* He must be one that 
ruleth well his own house, having his children in subjection with all 
gravity. For if a man know not how to rule his own house, how shall 
he take care of the church of God?” Paul collects the virtues that 
should adorn the personal character of an ambassador of God into one 
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bright constellation. ‘ He must be vigilant, sober, of good behaviour, 
given to hospitality and not to wine ; not ready to strike or attached to 


filthy lucre, but moderate ; not given to contention, not a lover of mo- | 


ney, not self-willed, but sober. Just, holy and temperate, blameless in 
all things as the stewards of God.’? He must take heed to himsell, to 
his dock; and to his doctrine. Hence, 

2. Knowledge is requisite. —The new man is renewed:i in knowledge ; 
but spiritual understanding i is progressive, and in this it is required that 
a minister of the word abound. + The heart of the wise teacheth his 
mouth.”? ‘* The priest’s lips should keep knowledge, and they should 
seek the law at his mouth, for he is the messenger of the Lord of 
hosts !’? As if God had said, should the Bible be not at hand, the mouth 
of the priest will supply its absence. An ignorant person can no more 
teed the church of God with knowledge than canashepherd his flock by 
leading them, through a desert which only has here and there a shrub. 
John must first eat the book, and then prophecy. 

To ascertain the precise degree of spiritual information that ts ne- 
cessary in a candidate for the ministry; is scarcely practicable. It seems, 
however, requisite, that he should possess general views of the plan of 
salvation, ot the doctrines of grace, and of the law of the house of the 
Lord. It appears also proper that-a church solemnly exhort a young 
licentiate brother to give attention to reading, to exhortation and doc- 
trine : to meditate on these things that his profiting may appear to all. 

When we are taught that a bishop must not be a novice, we are not 
from the term to infer that he cannot sustain the character while young. 
Timothy’s youth, Paul instructed no man to despise. The term ‘‘ no- 
vice,’ has allusion to a plant newly set. Dr. Doddridge renders the 
word “ one newly converted.”” Of the time requisite for the plant to 
take root and flourish, for the young convert to acquire a competent ac- 
quaintance with evangelical doctrines and duties, proficiency in the di- 
vine life is so different in different individuals, an observation of the 
character, will best enable us to judge. 

The conversations of aged saints contribute much to the information 
of the young. Apollos was an eloquent man, mighty in the scriptures, 
but Priscilla and Aquila taught him the way of the. Lord more per- 
fectly. 

An aptness to teach is requisite. It consists in a readiness to com- 
municate tlie goud treasures of the heart to others. ‘* The well-spring 
of wisdom is a flaming branch.’’ Many of the servants of the Lord are 
‘** filled with the knuwledge of His will in all wisdom ‘and spiritual un- 
derstanding ;’’ but they cannot bring to light the intelligence they en- 
joy. They are shut up as with a wall, and cannot come forth. Now 
the qualifieation we speak of is like a passage through the wall; it is 
called *‘ a door of utterance to speak the mystery of Christ.”? ‘* We 
‘were willing,” says the apostle, ‘‘ to have imparted unto you, not tne 
gospel of God only, but our own souls also; because ye were dear unto 


us.” It includes an ardent love for the souls of men, holy diligence, a 
fulness of ideas, a vigorous memory, and a pleasing elocution. 
4. There must be ‘a divine call.” No man must take to. himself 


the honour, unless called of God, as was Aaron. How can‘they preach 
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unless they be sent? Christ displays his sovereignty in calling to office 
whomsoever he pleases. His call is delivered not by visiting angels : 
it is not heard from the flame of a bush, or from the lightning and clouds 
of a trem)ling mountain ; nor is it an audible address trom our Lord Je- 
sus Christ. To be so called in this last sense, was one of the signs of 
an apostle, but is not to be applied to the vocation of ministers now. 
It is the still voice of God in the soul, saying, ‘‘ Occupy till I come.” 
The subject feels a necessity laid upon him :—a dispensation of the 
gospel committed unto him. The souls of men appear of greater value 
than he had before conceived—already he begins to travail in birth. 
He thirsts to be engaged in the work, as a hart for the water brook. 
He would rather be a preacher of Christ, than master of all the mines 
in the world. This pent fire begins in the end to break forth. In his 
countenance, in his deportment, in his prayer, and in his exhortations, 
his exercises discover themselves. At length they engage the attention 
of the church of God. 

The churches of old were accustomed to watch the opening of the 
ministerial character, and as if desirous of encouraging the candidate, 
and of engaging their own attention to the utmost, the saying appears to 
have prevailed among them, ‘‘ If a man desire the office of a bishop, 
he desireth a good thing.”’ It was by a public act of the church at Je- 
rusalem, that Matthias was chosen to the ministry from which Judas, by 
transgression, fell; and from the best testimony that we can obtain from 
ecclesiastical history, such appears to have been the way in which the 
election of ministers took place in the churches, until aspiring prelates 
arrogated to themselves a privilege which belonged to the faithful at 
large. 

Besides these leading and essential qualifications, there are several 
that are ‘‘ contributory” to the improvement of the minister of God. 
These may be referred to two objects, the formation of the mind, and 
the affections of the heart. We acknowledge with gratitude and joy, 
that every able minister of the New Testament is made such of God, 
and not of men. We acknowledge that it has been common for God in 
all ages, to execute his purposes by instruments which should secure 
honour to his great name. He raised up Gideon from the threshing 
floor, and David from the sheep-fold. The wealthy and the learned 
were not called to be the apostles of our Lord, but fishermen, publi- 
cans, and tent makers. Many among the most useful of the ministers of 
Christ in the present day, have received instruction only at the Mas- 
ter’s feet. The celebrated Dr. Johnson, notwithstanding his zeal and 
ardor for classic learning, confesses, that ‘‘ compared with the conver- 
sion of sinners, eloquence and erudition are less than nothing,” The 
ablest preacher is but an earthen vessel, and the feeblest bears heavenly 
treasure. We are sensible that an ostentation of learning may be heard 
from a weak or aspiring mind. But, as knowledge of almost every kind 
may be useful to a gospel minister, as in the Bible we have only a trans- 
lation, behind the veil of which many a beauty is concealed, as we 
have no reason to expect that extraordinary assistance which the apos- 
tles enjoyed, and as education places a minister of the gospel on equal 
footing with a learned adversary, to seek an acquaintance with language, 
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history, and other similar studies, when it can be accomplished, is 
praiseworthy. 

An increase in all the gracious affections of the heart, well becomes 
a minister of Christ. To none with more propriety than to him may it 
be said, ‘‘ keep thy heart with all diligence, for out of it are the issues 
of life.” 

How beauteous do the feet of that minister appear, who approaches 
his flock clothed with humility. If he must be greatest, he will acquire 
the elevation by becoming the servant of all. How charming the voice 
that returns not evil for evil, nor railing for railing, but contrariwise 
blessings! Being defamed, said Paul, we intreat, being reviled, we 
bless, being perseeuted, we suffer it. How surpassing the heroes of the 
world, is that man of God seen, who, brandishing the armor of righte- 
ousness on the right hand and on the left, prefers derision and death, 
rather than the work of his God should be done deceitfully !_ How val- 
uable that prudence which never forgets that to every thing there is a 
season—a time to every thing under the sun! How amiable that sym- 
pathy, which, forgetful of its subject, enters the circle of friendship, or 
the chambers of sickness, and looking round, rejoices with them that 
rejoice, and weeps with them that weep! And O how lovely that evan- 
gelical piety, which, when all is done, falls at the feet of Jesus, and 
prompts the cry, ‘‘ God be merciful to me a sinner.”’ 

The original Bunyan has, in a few touches, admirably drawn the pic- 
ture of a faithful preacher. The interpreter introduces his Christian 
into a room, where he saw the picture of a very grave person hung u 
against the wall, and this was the fashion of it; it had eyes lifted up to 
heaven, the best of books in his hand, the law of truth was written up- 
on his lips, the world was behind his back, it stood as if it pleaded with 
man, and acrown of gold did hang over its head.”’ 

Contemplating the qualifications of a minister of the gospel, you must 
perceive that their nature is important and solemn. Dear brethren, 
pray for your ministers. O when it is well with you, pray for them. Did 
you perceive half the toils, or half the afflictions which fill the hands, 
and keep down the hearts of your ministers, you would, and we hope 
you do, remember them always in your prayers. Let your prayers alse. 
ascend, that more laborers may be thrust into the great harvest. 


—f>— 
ON PASTORAL VISITATION. 


BY A PASTOR. 


By mingling occasionally with our people, and conversing with them: 
on the common salvation, we obtain a deeper interest in their affections: 
we become the subjects of their more frequent meditations ; we are 
borne by them with greater tenderness and importunity to Him who 
is the source of life and light, and thus all our gifts will be expanded 
and improved. It is an ancient remark that the “‘ prayers of a people 
are the library of their pastor,’ and in proportion as we are versed ig 
these libraries will our profiting appear. What minister of the sanctu- 
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godly conversation, with some plain, practical, experienced member of 
his charge, he has returned .to his study with increased jov in his own 
soul; that he has felt more fervour and enlargement in prayer ; that he 
has prepared his discourses for the pulpit with more facility, and has 
been led to form new resolutions of being spent more exclusively in 
his Master’s service. ‘* Their hearts burned within them while they 
talked”’ familiarly on their common interests and hopes, and the holy 
flame accompanied him to his closet, and was felt for hours or days en- 
lightening and expanding and purilying his own soul. What minister 
of the sanctuary will-nét also acknowledge, that the period of his life 
in which he abounded most in the discharge of what is usually called 
parochial duty, was the most comfortable and useful period of his min- 
istry. I can freely assert that in taking a retrospective view of nearly 
thirty years, those years were the most delightful to myself, and profita- 
ble to any flock, in which I was most occupied in feeding the sheep and 
the lambs of Christ, by frequent and affectionate intercourse in private. 
In watering them, my own soul was sensibly watered, and in neglecting 
them, either through indolence or any other cause, I found a material 
Joss. 

But let the question relating to the utility of pastoral visitation be 
tested by fact. Cast your eye over the churches in our cities or villa- 
ges, or country parishes, and where do you see the largest assemblies 
on the sabbath ? where do you see the people hanging with the most 
profound attention and solemnity on the hps of the pastor, eagerly 
drinking in the message of life as he delivers it? where, during the 
course of the week, do you find social meetings for the services of reli- 
gion most frequent and refreshing? where do you find the applications 
for the seals of the covenant most numerous! where do you find the 
power of godliness most visible in the common conversation of professors ! 
where do you find all the holy affections most ardently reciprocated 
between the pastor and his people? these are interrogatories which, 
perhaps, none will hesitate to answer. It is, with few exceptions, 
in those societies where, as the Holy Ghost admonishes, the min- 
isier knows the state cf his flock, by familtarly visiting them; where, 
animated by the same spirit and imitating the example of an apostle, he 
teaches not only publicly, but from house to house. 

The great Jonathan Edwards is brought forwards as an instance, in 
which eminence of personal piety and ministerial fidelity existed, with- 
out the discharge of this part of parochial duty. We all revere the 
name of Edwards, for his gifts and graces, and zeal in his master’s 
cause, and his services to the interests of Christianity, but, before his 
conduct.is presented as a model for our imitation, or an apology for our 
neglect, Jet it be shown that he could not have redeemed time for this 
service, and I respectiully ask whether he would not have appeared 
both greater and better by fulfilling his ministry in attending to a duty 
to which our Lord and his chief apostle diligently attended 2? Who was 
more indefatigable in exploring the mysteries of our religion, or more 
successful in unfolding and enforcing them, for the edification of the 
cburch, than Calvin of Geneva? and yet it is stated Ly his biographer, 
that he taught from house to house among the people of his charge, and 
was eminently useful in this respect. Were not Flavel and Baxter, and 
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was eminently useful in this respect. Were not Flavel and Baxter and 
Boston and Brown, in labours more abundant, investigating divine truth, and 
writing for the benefit of succeeding generations ? In looking at their vol- 
umes, which swell thelibrary of almost every Christian, we would suppose 
that they were rarely out of their studies, and in noticing their perse- 
verance in teaching trom family to family, as recorded in their own dia- 
ries, or by their biographers, we are ready to suppose that they were 
rarely in their studies. Let us hear the sentiments of these holy men 
on the subject of parochial labour, and their counsels to us their suc- 
cessors in office. Flavel, in his Evangelical Pastor, remarks, ‘‘ you 
can never pitch upon a better project for securing success to your 
ministry, than the fruitful way of catechising. What age of Christi- 
anity ever produced more lively and steadfast Christians than the first 
ages, and then the care of this duty most eminently flourished in the 


churches.” Baxter, in his Reformed Pastor, asserts, that, ‘* in some 


respects, private instruction has the preference to preaching. What 
other argument need we than our own experience. I seldom deal with 
men on this great business in private, serious conference, but they go 
away with seeming conviction, and promises of new obedience, and 
sometimes with deep remorse, and an affecting sense of their condition.” 


To these I shall only add a few observations of the very learned and © 


devout Dr. Hammond. ‘“ Private, spiritual, and frequent conference, 
between the presbyter and the people of his charge, may prove very 
useful and advantageous to reproof and comfort. To tell the truth, if 
the pride and self-conceit of some, and the carelessness of others, had 
not put this practice out of fashion among us, there is no doubt but 
more good might be done by ministers this way than is now done by 
any other means, even than by public preaching, which is at present 
almost solely depended on!” 

i am fully persuaded that by a scrupulous redemption of our time, we 
might obey the apostolic injunction, by givang ourselves to reading, for 
the cultivation of our gifts, we might prepare our discourses, and ap- 
pear equally acceptable and profitable in the pulpit; we might devote a 
competent portion of our attention to those benevolent and pious insti- 
tutions, which are the glory of our age, and shed a lustre on the Chris- 
tian character; and yet, in imitation of our Master, we might go about 
during the week, doing good among our respective flocks, by our in- 
structions and admonitions, and prayers, and with such services results 
unutterably important would be connected, both in this world and the 
next. The triumphs of free grace would probably be multiplied; other 
seals to our ministry would be frequently added, and many who are now 
languishing in the death of corruption, would appear as our glory and 
joy in that hour, the very prospect of which may soothe every sorrow, 
and soften every toil, when they who turn many to righteousness shall 
shine forth as the sun. 

Let all of us who are intrusted with the awful responsibility of win- 
ning souls, resolve to unite in making the experiment; let us try wheth- 
er within the course of a single year, the reward will not be felt in the 
increase of joy to ourselves, and the effects be visible in the growing 
attention of, our congregations. If we die martyrs in the honorable at- 
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tempt, ‘‘ our blood,” like that of our predecessors who have expired 
on scaffolds, or at the stake, ‘* will prove the seed of the church.” 
[Christian Herald. 


_———— 


POWER OF PRAYER. 


A few years ago a pious and eminent minister of the Baptist denomi- 
nation was performing a preaching tour through the state of Rhode- 
Island. Calling at the house of a pious deacon, where he tarried a 
night, he was informed that a young lady, on a visit at that time in -the 
same family, was the subject of serious impressions, and had a desire, 
on the tollowing Lord’s day, to submit to baptism. ‘The preacher ex- 
amined her, was satisfied with her experience, and it was resolved that 
on the following Sabbath the rite should be administered. The father 
of the young lady, a farmer possessing considerable property, but an 
enemy to religion, heard that she was about to be baptized. He came 
to the house with a resolution to beat her, and brought with him a wea- 
pon for the purpose. The females of the family dissuaded him from 
his unnatural and ungodly design. He could, however, become appeas- 
ed only by their suffering him to take Catharine home with bim. 

At a meeting of the church, a short time afterwards, the venerable 
deacon arose, and spoke to this effect ; ‘‘ My Brethren, when Peter was 
confined in prison, prayer was made without.ceasing, of the church, un- 
to God, for him ;” and he was delivered. Now, my brethren, our sis- 
ter Catharine is really bound, as though she were ina prison house ; 
i therefore recommend that a day be set apart, on which we may as- 
semble, and pour out our hearts unto God for her release.”’ 

The proposal was heartily approved, and the day determined. When 
the brethren met, their hearts were unusally drawn out. It seemed as 
though the heavens were opened, and a direct access obtained to the 
throne of mercy. The services ended, the brethren separated for their 
respective homes. But who was it opened the door to welcome the 
deacons’ return? It was Catharine herself. ‘* Catharine!’ ‘* why, 
how came you here ?’’—‘* I can scarcely tell you,’”’ replied she; ‘* but 
while you were at meeting this afternoon, my father, whose heart had 
appeared to me hard and relentless, came up from the field, and looking 
in at the door, said ‘* Catharine, if you wish to oe baptized, you may go 
and be baptized.”’ 

‘* Prayer makes the darken’d cloud withdraw.”’ 

[Latter Day Luminary. 


-  o- 


PUBLIC WORSHIP. 


Even, if there were no future state, what institution could be devised 
more wise, than once in the week to convene the people, to hear a se- 
rious exposition of their relative duties, and to listen to a solemn warn- 
ing against those vices to which they are prone. Take away the in- 
structions of the sanctuary, and what opportunity would the common 
people have of being enlightened, in regard to the direct course of mo- 
ral conduct? What is it that renders Christian nations so much supe- 
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rior in enlargement of mind, and in the knowledge of duty to the hea- 
then, but their public institutions of religion. The advantages to soci- 


ety of having one day in seven consecrated to the duties of religion, 


and the worship of God, are incalculable. The circumstance of its 
affording rest to those who are obliged to labour, and to the beasts, is 
no despicable consideration. And here I must be permitted to remark, that 
the custom of appearing in clean and decent apparel, at the place of 
public worship, has a very beneficial influence. Cleanliness, in regard 
to the body, has a much closer affinity with sweetness of temper, and 
good moral sentiments than is commonly supposed.—The Jewish law- 
giver would have deserved commendation for his profound insight into 
the human character, on account of his manifold and precise regula- 
tion to promote cleanliness, even if he had not acted under a divine 
commission. Look into those families however industrious, who live 
continually in filth, and never mingle in the congregations of worshipping 
people, and you will find an illustration of this remark ; yea, what indi- 


vidual is not more morose and peevish, when encircled with all the — 


roughness and filth of a squalid dress, than when he is neatly apparel- 
led, and feels that every thing abont his person is sweet and clean ? 
How much more respectful and affectionate are the mutual salutations 
of the people when met at church, than on other occasions. The ef- 
fect of seeing each other in these circumstances, and of uniting in the 
solemn adoration and praise of their common Creator, is, to remove a 
thousand dark suspicions which would otherwise arise in the mind ; and 
to promote the exercise of those kind feelings, without which, a state 
of suciety is not a blessing, but a curse. In addition to these consider- 
ations, which may be considered of minor importance, the impression 
made on the minds of the young and the ignorant, of the existence, per- 
fections and overruling providence of a Supreme Being; as a restraint 
upon unruly passions, and a guard against the power of temptation, can- 
not be too highly estimated. The full value of many institutions is in- 
capable of being known, because it consists in preventing evils of the 
most pernicious sort; the only way in which their efficacy can be ascer- 
tained, is, by the neglect or loss of them. This is the fact in regard to 
public worship; they who enjoy this privilege constantly, know not 
what they derive from it; or what they would be without it. But let 
the intelligent observer cast his eye over the face of society, and let 
him attentively consider the state of things in those places where the 
Sabbath is not observed, and public worship rarely celebrated ; or let 
him look into those families, which, in the midst of these sacred insti- 
tutions, treat them with habitual neglect, and he will find evidence 
enough of their importance. 


ee -——- 


BENEFIT OF SABBATH SCHOOLS. 


The following statements were made by the Rev. W. Goodell, Mis- 
sionary to Palestine, to the ‘* Visiting Committee’? of the Sunday 
School, in New-York. 

In the account of a revival in the State of New-York, it is stated, that 
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of thirty-five persons, who were hopeful sharers in the work, twenty- 
seven belonged to Sabbath schools in that place. Of one hundred persons, 
who united with a church in the course of a single year, ninety-eight 
had enjoyed the blessings of Sabbath school instruction. It is said, that 
of the Missionaries, who have gone from Great Britian to the heathen, 
nineteen twentieths became pious at the Sabbath schools. And that of 
the orthodox ministers in England, who are under forty years of age, 
more than two thirds became pious at the Sabbath schools. Henderson 
and Patterson, who have done such wonders on the continent, in regard 
to the Bible cause, it is said, received their first impressions at Sabbath 
schools. The celebrated Dr. Morrison, Missionary in the vast empire 
of China, who has recently translated the whole Bible into Chinese, a 
language spoken by the largest associated population on the globe—be- 
came pious at a Sabbath school! O! who can tell, how many Brainerds, 
and Buchannans, and Morrisons, and Martyns, and Harriet Newells, 
God is training in these schools, to become the blessed instruments of 


#renovating the world !! 
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REVIVALS OF RELIGION. 


To the Editor of the Christian Watchman. 


Dear Str,—God is known by his works; they should be published 
in the earth, that his saints might rejoice in their God, and magnify his 
name. Of all his works, none are of higher interest to the fallen family, 
than those of sovereign grace abounding through the blood of the Al- 
mighty Saviour. 

Thirty-one years, last April, when I first came to this town, the re- 
ligion of the Bible was little known; not more than six, or eight, per- 
sons made any public pretensions to an acquaintance with it. Since that 
time, nearly six hundred have professed themselves subjects of the 
heavenly birth. Upwards of four hundred now belong to the Baptist 
Churches, which are within the limits of what was once the Congrega- 
tional Church in Sedgwick, which was originally formed out of the sub- 
jects of a reformation, which took place during the first season ot my 
resiJence here. Nearly three hundred belong to the Church of which 
the Holy Spirit hath made me the Overseer. More than an hundred 
and thirty are numbered in the Church of which Br. Amos Allen is 
Pastor. 

The grace of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ towards us hath 
abounded. The windows of heaven have been repeatedly opened, and, 
at his command, the rain dropped down copiously. The reformation 
which has, of late, caused much joy in this place, manifestly commenced 
at a lecture, which I delivered, March 18, 1822, in a district, called the 
Burch- land, upon Psalm xxvii. 14. Wait on the Lord; be of good cour- 
age, and he shall strengthen thine heart; Wait I say on the Lord. At this 





meeting several of the Church were refreshed and hopes began to kin- 
dle in our hearts. Before the discourse was ended, I was somewhat 
sensibly impressed, that the work of grace was commenced. 
the impenitent were greatly weeping but hardly kne w for what. Indeed, 


Some of 














the Church and world were taken, as by surprise. For the reformation 
began and progressed like a sudden and overflowing rain. By the next 
week on Tuesday all was commotion and attention. At which time ! 
preached, in another District, to an overflowing assembly, upon the 
strong man armed, and upon One sironger than he, Luke xi. 21, 22 


] ~~ 


At this meeting, Elder Amos Allen, and Br. Jedediah Darlng, under 


whose improvement a reformation was progressing in a part of Blue- 
Hill, just in this vicinity, came over to the help of the Lord against the 
mighty. Indeed, the wind of the Spirit, in the different towns, ‘appeared 
to meet, as upon the line, and increased mightily, till it blew nearly 

| through this town a precious gale of grace. All, comparatively speak- 
ing, bowed before it, but all were not refreshed by it. It was rapid, 
it was strong, it was pleasant, and precious. Betore the enemy had 
time to rally, the power of the Lord was in the midst of them, bow- 
ing their stubborn wills, and breaking their hardened hearts. 

Since the reformation began, ninety-one have been baptized, confes- 
sing their sins. ‘Twenty more have presented themselves beiore the, 
Charch, professing repentance towards God, and faith towards our Lord 
Jesus Christ; but have not, as yet, been baptized in the name of the 
Lord Jesus, in token of the forgiveness of their sins. A part of them | 
expect to baptize to-morrow. The first time the ordinance was adminis- 
tered, after the reformation commenced, was on tbe first Lord’s-day in 
May; at which time I deliberately baptized thirty-two, in about twenty 
minutes. Suppose, on the memorable day of Pentecost, when three 
thousand were baptized, there were but twelve administrators; it would, 
allowing to each twenty minutes for every thirty-two baptized, have 
consumed two hours and thirty-six minutes in the administration. But, 
suppose the Seventy were present, and each took a part; then the whole 
might be performed in less than thirty-seven minutes. 

It is hoped that the reformation is not yet closed; but instances of 
special grace are much less frequent. I was yesterday, informed of two 
recent and remarkable cases. A considerable number, who have not 
yet offered themselves, publicly, to the Lord, exhibit pleasing evidence 
of being born of him.—Not one of the young converts In the town has, 
to my knowledge, possessed a doubt, but that the baptism of repentance 
for the remission of sins, is the only Gospel baptism. This baptism can 
be administered to no one, till he confesses his sins. 

The First Church in Brooksville, which was the Second Church in 
Sedgwick, has been favored with a similar shower of grace. Br. Amos 
Allen has baptized thirty-three. 

Whilst very great and unusual exertions are making, and all are on 
the alert, to promote Christian Union, may | be permitted to suggest the 
basis, upon which, and by which, we have already, in Sedgwick, attain- 
ed, in a good degree, to this very desirable state. It is, by adhering 
with a degree of sacred obstinacy, to the Baptism of Repentance for 
the remission of sins. This baptism we are sure is from heaven. Any, 
and evary other baptism, though pronounced valid, may, for aught we 
know, be of men. Being sure that the baptism from heaven, in the use 
of which a people, in the first instance, was made ready for Christ the 
King, is Gospel baptism, we have thought best to adopt it, and to con. 
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tinue its practice; and being united in this, and in its obvious consequen- 
ees, we have had, and still have, a large degree of Christian Union. 
With ardent desires for Christian union upon Christian principles, 1 


am, Dear Brother, very respectfully, yours, 
DANIEL MERRILL. 


N. B. Elders Pinkham and Lord, have been manifestly, helpers in 


the good work. 
Sedgwick, July 31, 1822. 


—— i 


From the Columbian Star, 


Observing in a number of the Columbian Star, a wish expressed to 
obtain accounts of revivals of religion for publication, | forward this, 
which I lately read in letters from Elder George Waller, of Kentucky, 
to his father, Elder William Waller, of Spotsylvania, Va. In his first 
letter dated Buck-creek, S. C. 17th June, 1822, he writes thus: 

** A more important period in my ministerial life has never been than 
the present. Late last fall, a revival of religion took place in two 
churches ten miles N. E. of Shelbyville, and continued all the winter, 
during which, and part of the spring, they received and baptized about 
two hundred; in this time my soul became enlarged for the advance- 
ment of the Redeemer’s kingdom, as also for poor sinners, and by a 
well directed Providence which never fails in its operations, all difficul- 
ties were removed out of my way, when the churches under my care 
(Bethel first) were visited in abundant mercy, with the outpourings of 
the holy Spirit, so that one hundred and fifty two were added to them 
by baptism, beginning with the second Sunday in March, since which I 
have baptized thirty-one at Bethel, and sixteen yesterday at Buck- 
creek ; fifty-three have been baptized at Buck-creek, and in all proba- 
bility there will be twenty-five or thirty more baptized at our next 
meeting—there are four churches under my care, and all of them are 
now enjoying the blessings of the revival, my whole time and feeble tal- 
ents are necessarily and cheerfully employed ; and if ever there was a 
time when my poor services were owned and blessed of the Lord, it is 
now. At our last meeting I baptized my second daughter and eldest 
son, now in his 21st year, and my third daughter appears to be seriously 
impressed with the importance of religion.” 

In another letter dated, August 5th, 1822, he says: 

‘* Again I take my pen to let you know something of the progress of 
the work of the Lord, it is now five months, since I began to baptize in 
the churches under my care and I have baptized two hundred and thir- 
ty ; nineteen yesterday at Buck-creek, making ninety-four received by 
baptism into that church since the revival commenced, appearances are 
still very flattering at this place ; it would be vain to undertake to de- 
scribe the many striking instances which have occurred in this revival ; 
suffice it to say, that white and black, old and young, male and female 
have shared in its blessings.”” Persons from thirteen years to seventy 
have been the subjects of this work, and it is allowed by all, that the 
clearness of evidence given of a real work of grace, ts equal, if not 
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surpassing any thing of the kind, within the recollection of the oldest 
rofessors here. 

This place is beginning to be very sickly; one of the first baptized at 
Buck-creek, a young sister in her sixteenth year, was taken sick on 
Monday evening, and died on Saturday evening. 1 was with her about 
ten hours of her illness, during which time I witnessed as much resig- 
nation, and as great confidence in God, as in any case coming under my 


observation; she observed, that she had committed her soul into the | 


hands of the Lord, and that Jesus was more precious to her than her 
tongue could express, that she had nothing to fear as to the eternal 
world; and, with a countenance calm and undisturbed, she talked of her 
burying clothes, where she was to be buried, and requested me to 
preach her funeral sermon: this gave me great comfort, as she was one 
of the first fruits of my labors in the revival. Time would fail me, to tell 
of the most profligate and deistical of our day, persons of every rank in 
society coming over to the cross and submitting to the ordinance of bap- 
tism, it would make my father’s heart rejoice were he here to witness 
the scene. A Correspondent. 
ED > Garam 


REVIVAL IN DORSET. 
Dorset, Vt. March 18, 1822. 

Rev. and Dear Brother.—While I have such peculiar delight in read- 
ing accounts of religious revivals, | have concluded it might not be 
uninteresting to the friends of Zion to hear of the good work of God 
in this place. 

In some instances, those who at the commencement of the work treat- 
ed it with ridicule and disdain were, before its close, brought to bow to 
the mild sceptre of Prince Emanuel, and to claim those whom they so 
recently disdained, as their nearest friends on earth. 

Meetings were attended almost every day, and not unfrequently was 
some poor distressed soul liberated during the service. In one instance, 
after attending a lecture at a school house, a number of young people 
retired to a neighboring house, when it was soon ascertained, that one 
of the family had entertained a hope in Christ during the meeting, and 
began with songs of joy to praise the name of Jehovah, for her deliver- 
ance from such a deep sense of guilt. On discovery of her state of 
mind, those remaining under conviction seemed at once to despair of 
ever finding mercy; they exclaimed aloud, ‘‘ we are left alone to perish 
in our sins.’’ ‘There were about twelve young persons present, five or 
six of whom belonged to the family where we were assembled. ‘T'hese 
were deeply affected, often asking, ‘* what shall we do to be saved!” 
While some young converts were singing, one of them exclaimed, 
** How can they sing while we are sinking down to hell 2”’ often in their 
agony applying to me, to know what they should do to be saved. Each 
of the above persons have since given evidence of a well grounded 
hope in Christ. 

In another instance, a youth in relating her experience to the church 
compared her change to an awaking out of sleep. Her first desire was 
for the conrersion of an mtimate friend in the assembly, (for it was ia 
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a meeting that she entertained a hope) from thence to the whole assem- 
bly, and to use her own language, *‘ in an instant to the whole world, 
that they might behold and rejoice in such a blessed Redeemer as she 
had found!’ Another man being deprived, by an impediment in his 
speech, of addressing the assembly verbally in a religious conference, 
was so impressed with the situation of his neighbors, that he wrote, and 
presented to be read, an address, which seemed like the stones crying 
out, while the professed followers of Christ held their peace. 

In a judgment of charity, it is believed that about fifty have been 
brought into the liberty of the Gospel. Twenty-two have followed 
their Master down into the liquid grave, and have been planted togéther 
in the likeness of his death, and united with the Church in this 
place: four have united with the Congregationalirts. The remainder, 
mostly through doubts of their own state, have not as yet united with 
any church. We can say in view of the fong depression which this 
church has undergone, ‘** The Lord hath heard her mourning voice, 
and comes to exalt his power.”’ 

Within the limits of the Vermont Association, there has been, per- 
haps, the most poweriul work that has ever been witnessed in that region; 
principally in the towns bordering on Lake Champlain. Bat I am not 
able to state the particulars. In some towns, I learn that more than 
two hundred have been brought into the liberty of the Gospel. While 
God is thus carrving on his gracious work, it cannot fail to swell the 
hearts of saints with gratitude, and bid them:to look forward to that long 
expected era, when the knowledge of God shall cover the earth as the 
waters cover the sea; and one universal anthem of praise arise from all 
intelligent beings, to the once crucified, but now exalted Lamb of God, 
who lives and reigns for ever.—.V. Y. Ch. Herald. 


oomijpuses 
From the Christian Watchman. 
VINDICATION OF MISSIONS. 


[tis not at all probab.e that the powerfal Prince of the Air will peace- 
ably resign bis dominions to the Kedeemer, without a struggle. That 
there has been no more visible opposition to the rising kingdom of 
Christ, is, probably, to be attributed to a disposition to despise the fee- 
ble efforts of Zion’s friends to extend her boundaries, rather than any mi- 
tigation of that hostile spi:it, which Satan and wicked men have always 
sustained against the true church of God. If those whose hearts and 
hands are using means to regenerate a world, expect to accomplish their 
object without powerful opposition, they have made a palpable miscal- 
culation. If the cost has not been counted, they will be liable to fall 
into discouragement on hearing only the report of the formidable prep- 
arations of the enemy. Much less will they be able to persevere with 
that patience, fortitude and assiduity, which the importance of the en- 
terprize requires, eee 

Plans of the deepest policy will be concerted ; powerful combinations 
will be formed, and measures adopted to carry on, systematically, the 
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war of the Dragon. And like a wise general, the enemy will level the 
heaviest artillery against those procedures, which are most likely to 
annoy his kingdom. gah 

We may expect, then, his most violent opposition to missronary ope- 
rations. Here a bitter and lamentable cry will be set up. Our country 
will be drained of money, the monies collected are not faithfully applied 
to the objects for which they are contributed, but the public made the 
dupes of designing and avaricious men, who are enriching themselves 
—we have no right to disturb their worship—God has placed the hea- 
then in their conditions, and if he desires their conversion, and the time 
is come, he is able to accomplish it without our assistance—the preju- 
dices of the heathen are deep rooted, and their governments opposed 
to innovations—there is a great mountain before Zerrubbabel, that can 
never become a plain, &c. the object, therefore, however desirable, 
can never be accomplished. We can barely glance at these plausible 
objections. —Are men acting a consistent part, then, in setting up such a 
loud cry about the expense of spreading that gospel which is the power 
of God unto salvation to every one that believeth; while, perhaps, more 
than ten times the sum is annually expended for an article, the use of 
which undermines the health, impairs the faculties, destroys the reputa-~ 
tion, reduces to want and beggary, and is the prolific source of a thousand 
evils that afflict the human family, and, comparatively, no alarm excited? 
Yes, say they, our country will be drained of money. when every body 
knows that if ten times the sum was expended, (such are the advanta-~ 
ges of the country in which we live,) the pressure would scarcely be 
telt. 

That man’s powers of logie and disposition are not to be envied, who 
can make himself believe that missionary monies are not faithfully applied 
to the objects for which they are collected. If sacrilegeous hands have 
been laid on the Lord’s treasure, who is the man? what is his name ? 
where dees he reside? when djd he do it? to what amount? &c. If 
these questions cannot be answered, justice;"and the common consent of 
all men, we should think, would view a person innocent, until he was 
accused and proved guilty. It is a happy circumstance for the cause of 
missions, that the largest sums are entrusted in the hands of those men, 
whose names, were they not our cotemporaries, we should delight to 
pronounce. Which of these hoary-headed fathers is engaged in the de- 
testable business? But as one cannot do it without the knowledge of 
all the rest, we would recall the expression, and ask, have all combined 
together to carry on the nefarious work, and not an honest traitor among 
them! Let the monthly, quarterly, and annual publications of their re- 
ceipts and expenditures answer. Or, if these will not afford complete 
gatisfaction to these cautious gentlemen, (so much more interested 
‘o detect the cheat, than the contributors themselves) let them look at 
the works which have been wrought by their instrumentality. What 
works ? say they; we think they are no way proportional to the expense 
and trouble. So might the husbandman say, if he were to abandon his 
farm after the first month of cultivation. His vegetation is but a few 
inches high, after all his toil and labour : but let him have long patience. 
and he will find an accelerated growth in the following months; and a 
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joyful harvest in the end. ‘The rolling stone moves slowly at the top of 
the hill, but time will increase its celerity. In short, the objection is 
as unreasonable as it can well be: but it answers well their purpose, 
because it is exactly suited to a sordid mind that wishes fora pretext 
tor its covetousness. As it respects the futile objection,—we have no 
right to disturb the heathen in their worship,—we shall pass it over in 
silence, as we always should, except when made by an avowed infidel. 

That God possesses absolute power to convert beathen nations, with- 
out our assistance, no one wili deny. No person questions that he can 
rain down a copious shower of Bibles in the various languages of hea- 
then nations; or, that he can send an angel to transport ministers by the 
hair of their heads to the places of their destination; but our faith must 
be somewhat more visionary than it is, to expect it; especially as his 
word says, ‘‘ Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every 
creature.” 

We readily admit that the prejudices of the heathen are deep-rooted, 
and, in general, their governments opposed to innovations. But if we 
had no example of the omnipotency of the word and Spirit to subdue 
kingdoms, we might hope for it from the bare word of God. No king- 
dom can be deeper rooted in their prejudices, or more hostile to the 
cause of Christ, than was pagan Rome, during the three first centuries. 

Yet did the shepherds with their foolish instruments prevail. When 
the husbandman emigrates to our western infant settlements, be does 
not sit down, and say, ‘* Alas! these trees are so deep-rooted, and the 
rocks so large, it were folly to think of fruitful fields, verdant meadows, 
and smiling gardens;’’ but he plies the axe, the fire and the hammer; 
he puts his hand to the plough; and, alter many a toilsome day, sees the 
face of nature changed. ‘The wilderness blossoms as the rose, and the 
desert shall rejoice. But if, instead of using these rational means to ac- 
complish his object, he had fallen down and waited for Hercules to 
have effected it by suns and showers, the very trees themselves would 
have wagged their heads at his folly and disappointment. Finally, 
these objections, however boldly asserted, or artfully insinuated, shall 
not appai the hearts of those who are commissioned of God to build his 
house.— They may perplex and embarrass and retard a little their steps, 
but shall not divert them from thetr object. No, if there were no op- 
position to missionary operations, one of the surest evidences of its be- 
ing the work of God would be missing. Although they mean not so, 
yet this wrath of the enemy shall praise him, and prove the occasion of 
ereater victory and triumph to the friends of missions. Are they the 
phantoms of enthusiasts, or does the word of God warrant us to anticipate 
a day not far distant, when laurels that never fade shall encircle the 
brow of those who are valiant for the truth on the earth; when their 
march from victory to victory shall be glorious; when they shall look 
down with a just and holy indignation on the puny efforts of their ene- 
mies, to stop their progress; or rather when he whose name is the 


word of God, shall level everv mountain, and cause all the kingdoms of 
this world to become the kingdoms of our Lord and of his Christ, and in 
heaven and on earth, the universal, thandering Alleluiah be heard, the 


Lord God ommipotent retgneth. 


ASHUR, Junror. 
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BAPTIST EDUCATION SOCIETY, NEW-YORK. 


(CIRCULAR.) 
The Executive Committee of the Baptist Education Society of the State of 
New-York, 


TO THE PUBLIC. 

The increasing light of the Gospel, which shines upon the osih of 
the saints, awakens in them a zeal to accomplish for his glory, the work 
which the Lord hath appointed them. But a partial knowledge is yet 
obtained of that complete system of means which God has adopted, to 
accomplish the purposes of his grace, in the consummation of the Re- 
deemer’s Kingdom. It is in this life we are more particularly called to 
be workers together with God, in making known his truth and his grace 
to those for whom his long suffering i is waiting, The death of the Sav- 
iour and the work of the Holy Spirit, as well as the law of God, have 
taught the saints that they are not their own, but they owe themselves 
and their services to God. The obligation should be acknowledged in 
the performance of that labor of love, which is not merely in word 
and in tongue, but in deed and in truth. The experience of ages, as 
well as the example of the Saviour in embodying his people in the 
world, dictate to them a combination of energies, to carry the triumphs 
of the cross through the earth. The ten thousand societies formed to 
propagate the Scriptures through the world, bid defiance to all oppo- 
sition, and furnish, under the blessing of God, a strong assurance to ey- 
ery nation, of the most plentiful provisions of the word of life. 

C barity schools for the assistance of indigent young men, who have 
the gift of God to preach the Gospel, are rising in different parts of Zi- 
on, not as the result of Ponish projects, but as the evident dictates of 
that wisdom which ts from above. The Baptists in the state of New- 
York, in connexion with those in the western part of Vermont, have 
imitated the laudable examples of their brethren in other states, in get- 
ting up a Charity school, which ts consecrated to the rising ministry. 
The Society tor this purpose was formed in September, 1817, and began 
to afford means of instruction the year following, to three or four young 
men, approved and licensed by the Churches. It was incorporated in 
1818, and in the opening of the spring of 1819, a Seminary was estab- 
lished, at which time the number of beneficiaries had increased to about 
ten or twelve. 

With reference to a liberal portion of country, and the tender of 
privileges to the neighboring sections of the eastern states, the location 
of the Seminary is permanently established at Hamilton, in a healthy, 
flourishing population, near the centre of Madison county, and nearly at 
an equal distance from the boundary of the state on the west, and Con- 
necticut River on the east. There are rising of seven hundred Baptist 
Churches scattered over this tract of country, in which God is raising 
up many young men, for the service of the sanctuary ; thirty-five have 
been assisted by this Society since its formation, twenty-two of whom 

are now under its patronage. The expenses of the institution the last 
vear, ineluding board, tuition, clothing, books, &c. amounted to about 
$3000. As the school is enlarging, the expenses will undoubtedly be 
more the present year. I[t is expected young men who have property 
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will defray their own expenses, as far as they have the means of doing 
it, beyond which the Society assume their wants. The board of the 
students, including lodging and washing, is obtained for a dollar a week. 
The people in Hamilton, to fulfil the conditions of the location, have 
erected a very elegant stone building for the Seminary, sixty-four by 
thirty-six feet, three stories high, which is to be finished by the first of 
May next. About twenty thousand dollars have been subscribed to the 
funds of the institution, the most of which remain in the hands of the 
donors, subject to interest ; and with few exceptions in small sums. 

Several Scholarships have recently been endowed, with a thousand 
dollars each. The interest of each sum is to support a scholar; and 
the scholarship is to bear up the donor’s name forever. Scholarship 
No. I. was endowed by Deacon Jonathan Olmsted; No. II. by Honora- 
ble Squier Monroe, and No. IIf. by Deacon Joseph Moss. Several 
other gentlemen have given assurances that they will do likewise. Ex- 
amples of this kind from those conversant with the rise and progress of 
the institution, cannot fail to present the object in a commanding attitude, 
to the view of the benevolent, especially when they are preparing to relin- 
quish their connexion with time, to go and give an accuunt of their steward- 
ship. Several honorable bequests have been made to the institution by a 
number of saints, in their last will and testament, which we have no doubt 
are approved in heaven, and which they expect soon to ratify by their 
own death. A Library is commenced on a liberal scale. But a little 
more than four hundred volumes, however, are yet obtained. It is pre- 
sumed there are many valuable books which lie useless with the owners, 
which if placed in this school might do much good. The Institution 
stands pledged to the cause of our Divine Master, and to the publics in 

neral, to bestow its benefits exclusively on those who are approved 
and acknowledged in the judgment of the Churches, to be ministers of 
the New Testament. The suspicions of some, that this Seminary is de- 
signed to make ministers, are totally unfounded. None are admitted to 
its patronage without a licence to preach, and a spectal call from God to 
the work, is sacredly regarded as an indispensible pre-requisite. The 
Churches are requested in no instance to refer a doubtful case to the 
decision of this Committee, and to recommend none of whom they can- 
not most heartily approve. 

The time and course of instruction are varied to the circumstances of 
the students. A system of education is adopted, embracing the learned 
languages, and some of the principal classics, together with Christian 
Theology. Three years are required on all these subjects, while those 
who omit the languages are retained only two years. The students 
have an extensive field for the exercise of their public gifts, in destitute 
Churches in the vicinity, in which they are required to preach in rota- 
tion every Sabbath. 

We are happy to say, the practical results of this rising institution, 
are obviating prepossessions against it, through the Churches where its 
character is best understood, while the most unshaken conviction rests 
upon the minds of its patrons, that God designs it for a lasting blessing 
to the kingdom of our Lord Jesus Christ. We are confident its claims 
upon the prayers and liberality of those whom the Saviour has bought 
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with his blood, are but partially understood. The Divine presence has 
been with it, and his protecting providence has overshadowed it, and 
we trust it will happily survive the days of darkness, and its fruits.be 
acknowledged in the ages to come. We are confident it will the best 
speak for itself; its expenses are daily increasing, and are not to be sus- 
tained by the comparative few, who have consecrated to it, no ordinary 
portion of their first fruits. We ask nothing more than what God shall 
be pleased to dictate, as your duty to bestow. Let your prayers and 
the sum of your liberality for this object, be made before the Throne, 
with reference to their being registered and presented in your final ac- 
counts, and may it be said to you at last, by our Lord and Master, ‘* in- 
asmuch as ye have done it unto one of the least of these my brethren, 

ye have done it unto me.” ; 
By order of the Executive Committee of the Baptist Education So- 
ciety of the state of New-York. 
NATHANIEL KENDRICK, Secretary. 


Hamalton, Sept. 3, 1822. 
—<——.- 


MEETING OF THE BAPTIST MISSIONARY CONVENTION. 


WuireszorovucH, Oneida Co. N. Y. Oct. 16, 1822. 

AcreeaBLy to the provisions of the Constitution of the ‘* Baptist Do- 
mestic Missionary Convention of the State of New-York and its Vicinity,” 
the Convention assembled at the Baptist meeting house in Whitesbor- 
ough, on the third Wednesday in October, in the year of our Lorp Jz- 
sus, 1822. 

The President being present took the chair at 12 o’clock. 

From the printed Minutes of the different Associations, it appeared 
that the Delegates appointed to this Body were the following, viz. 


Associations. Delegates. 
OTSEGO, ELON GALUSHA, 
ISRAEL HODGE, 
ELIADA BLAKESLEY, 


Crntena. ELIJAH F. WILLEY. 


Mapison. JOHN PECK, 
NATHANIEL KENDRICK, 
DANIEL HASCALL, 
AMOS KINGSLEY. 


a ARCHIBALD MACLAY, 
HOWARD MALCOMB, 
WILLIAM COLGATE. 


CayvucGa, Hon. S. MUNRO, 
JOHN JEFFERS, 
PHILANDER KELSEY. 
Also from Vernon Church, Elder Carvin Purttro. 
Skaneatelas.—Elder Bratn, and A. M. Breese, Esq. 
Whitesborough.—-Elder Cates Doverass, Doctor Francis Guittxay, 
and Deacon Asuen Wetmore. 
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Burlington.—Elder Burcu. 

Camillus. —Elder S. Haynes. 

Mentz.—Doct. Campspett Waxpo. 

Chemung. —Bensamin G. Avery. 

Who were cordially invited to a seat in the Convention. 

N. B. The Ontario, Seneca and Franklin Associations appointed Del- 
egates to the Convention, as appeared by their Minutes, but their Del- 
egates failed of attending. 


Meeting opened by reading a portion of Scripture and Prayer. 

Resolved, That the Hon. S. Munro be Chairman, and E. F. Witxey, 
Clerk of this Meeting. 

Resolved, That the Board have leave to report to-morrow morning. 

Resolved, That it is expedient that the Constitution be altered the 
present Session. 

Resolved, That the 11th Article of the Constitution was not designed 
to prevent an alteration at any session of the Convention, when there 
should be a unanimous voice in favour of such alteration as might be 
proposed ; but only to prevent a majority from making alterations, con- 
trary to the will of a part, without a delay of one year for considera- 
tion. 

Resolved, That Lewis Leonarp, Jounn Pecx, Danrext Hascarr. How- 
arp Marcoms, A. M. Beese, Witittam Corcare, and Eton Gatusna be 
a Committee to revise the Constitution. 

Heard the Report of several Committees from different Associations 
and Missionary Societies, which were in general highly satisfactory. 

Resolved, ‘hat we adjourn, to meet at this place at 8 o’clock, to-mor- 
row morning. 

October 17th.—Met according to adjournment. 

Meeting opened by Prayer, by Elder Kersey. 

Heard the Report of the Board. 

Resolved, That the Report be accepted. 

Resolved, That we hear the Report of the Committee appointed te 
revise the Constitution; who reported that it be so altered as to read 
in the tollowing manner. 

Article 1. The assemblage of Delegates hereinafter named shall be 
called, ‘‘The Baptist Convention of the State of New-York and tts Vicinity.” 

Article 11. This Convention shall consist of, Ist, Such Delegates as 
may be appointed annually by the different Associations, not exceeding 
one Delegate to five Churches, nor more than five from any one Asso- 
ciation: 2nd, Cne Delegate from any Education or Missionary Society, 
which may contribute to its funds. 

Article I. The Annual Meeting shall be held on the third Wednes- 
day in October, at 10 o'clock, a. M. at such place as may be appointed 
by the next preceding Convention. 

Article 1V. The objects of this Conves‘ion shall be to promote Do- 
mestic Missions in North America, Literary and Theological Institutions, 
Indian Reform, and other important measures for the advancement of 
the RepeemeR’s Kingdom. 

Article V. A representation from four Associations, at any Annual 
Meeting, shall be a quorum to transact business: a less number may 
adjourn. 
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Article VI. All Meetings of the Convention shall be opened by read- 
ing a portion of the Holy Scriptures, and Prayer. 

“Article VII. At each Annual Meeting shall be chosen by ballot, a Pre- 
sident, Vice-President, Secretary, Treasurer, and fifteen Trustees, whe 
shall constitute a Board, five of whom may be a quorum to transact bu- 
siness. 

Article VIIf. The President shall preside in the Meetings of the 
Convention and Board. In his absence the Vice-President: and in the 
absence of both, a Moderator may be elected by the Meeting. The 
President may call a Meeting of the Board of Managers when he shal! 
deem it necessary, and of the Convention itself, if requested by three 
Members of the Board. 

Article LX. It shall be the duty of the Secretary to keep a fair record 
of the transactions of the Convention and Board, and to carry on sych 
correspondence as may be deemed expedient. 

Article X. It ghall be the duty of the Treasurer to give the Board 
sufficient security for the faithful discharge of the duties of his office, to 
receive all monies, and other articles of property, to pay the orders of 
the Board signed by the Secretary, and render an accurate statement of 
accounts at each Meeting of the Convention. 

Article X1. It shall be the duty of the Board to appoint Missionaries 
and Agents, determine their compensation, give them instructions, and 
dismiss them under such regulations as may from time to time be impo- 
sed by the Convention, at the Meetings of which they shall render a fair 
account of ail their proceedings, recommend to the Convention such 
measures as they may think expedient to be adopted, and manage the 
concerns of the Convention during its recess. 

Article XU. It shall be the duty of the Delegates of each constituent 
Association and Missionary Society, to produce a brief account of the 
state of religion within its circle ; also such other information as may 
be calculated to promote the designs of this Institution: the reading of 
which shall constitute one of the first items of business in the Conven- 
tion. Immediately after, a Committee shall be appointed to prepare a 
summary of intelligence to accompany the printed Minutes. 

Article XM. If any of the monies, or other donations and bequests, 
contributed to the Convention be designated for particular objects, they 
shall be sacredly devoted to the objects, provided they are embraced 
within the scope ot its operations, if not shall be remitted. 

Article XIV. This Constitution may be altered at any Annual Meet- 
ing, by a majority of three fourths of the members present. 

Resolved unanimously, That the above Constitution, as revised and al- 
tered by the above Committee, be the Constitution of this Convention. 

Resolved, That we proceed to the choice of a Board for the ensuing 
year. On counting the ballots it was found that the following were dulv 
elected, viz. 

Hon. S. MUNROE, President; 

A. M. BEEBE, Esq. Vice-President; 

Elder E. F. WILLEY, led 

Doct. CHARLES BABCOCK, Treasurer; 

GEORGE PETTIT, Esq. of Fabius; 
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Elder LEWIS LEONARD, of Albany; 
O. C. COMSTOCK, of Trumansburgh; 
SOLOMON GOODALE, of Bristol; 
SYLVANUS HAYNES, of Elbridge; 
JOHN JEFFERS, of Mentz; 
JOSHUA BRADLEY, of Middlebury; 
ELON GALUSHA, of Whitesborough. 
Deacon WILLIAM COLGATE, of New-York: 
Doct. FRANCIS GUITTEAU, of Whitesborough; 
Deacon JONATHAN OLMSTEAD, of Hamilton; 
JOHN MORSE, of Westmoreland; 
AMOS SMITH, Esq. of Schuyler; 
COOK, Esq. of Galway; 

Resolved, That this Convention recommend to the Associations, to 
form themselves into Societies to increase its funds and promote its be- 
nevolent objects; and also to request the Churches, of which they are 
composed, to raise by subscription or collection, annually, such sums as 
their benevolence shall dictate for the same purpose, and forward them 
regularly to their respective Associations. 

Resolved, That we open a correspondence with the ‘‘ General Baptist 
Association for the State of Georgia;” and with the ‘‘ State Conven- 
tion of the Baptist Denomination in South Carolina.” 

Resolved, That Elders Matcoms and Macray be a Committee on the 

art of this Body, to open and carry on the above Correspondence. 

Resolved, That a Sermon be preached annually, at the opening of this 
Convention, and that a contribution be taken immediately to further its 
benevolent objects. 

Resolved, THat E. F. Wittey, E. Gatusna, and Dr. C. Bazpcocx, be 
a Committee to prepare an Address, and to print the doings of this Con- 
vention. 

Resolved, That the next Meeting of this Convention be held at Ver- 
non, in the county of Oneida, on the third Wednesday in October, 1823. 





On the above, the Editors think proper to make the following Re- 
marks. 

To combine the energies of the denomination in this region of coun- 
try, for the spread of the Gospel among the destitute, is truly important. 
A Missionary spirit in this quarter, has been more or less apparent 
among the Churches, on which God from time to time has poured the 
blessings of his grace. A number of small Mission Societies have been 
organized, and each has done something to promote the common Cause. 
Missionaries have been sent out, who have travelled over some portions 
of extensive territories, where the inhabitants are becoming numerous, 
and with few exceptions, are destitute of the preached Gospel. Little 


more can be done by a few transient excursions, than to witness the 
perishing condition of thousands, and scatter a few seads of the King- 
dom, by the wayside, and in stony places, and among thorns, and in a 
few instances on good ground. No one Society hag the means of sta- 
tioning Missionaries for any length of time in those parts of the barvest. 

If Associations and Mission Societies were generally to unite, and 
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combine their wisdom and strength, they might permanently establish 
Missionaries, at convenient distances from each other, in the most com- 
manding stations, where the standard of the Cross might be erected. 
These Missionaries wouid soon receive a great part of their support in 
places where they might be stationed, and be of important use in direct- 
ing the labors of itinerants. 

Much also might be done for the salvation of the Indians, which are 
every where to be met with in our western forests. Many inhabit their 
reservations, in the bosom ot our country, yet are perishing under all 
the darkness of Paganism. Although they are Pagans, the gospel fur- 
nishes the same sovereign cerrectives for them, as for any other of the 
human tamily. 

It is to be hoped that the most effective measures may be adopted to 
procure funds for the Convention. That auxiliary societies may be 
formed for that purpose, and those already in operation, will come into 
the general measure. 

N. B. The Hamilten Mission Society, although much in the interest 
of the General Convention, have gone so extensively into Missionary 
measures, aided by numerous auxiliary societies, and being permanently 
pledged to the Oneida Indians, and in connection with their general 
measures, are supporting a periodical publication; they are of opinion 
that the general good requires them to remain as they are for the pres- 
ent; wishing however to maintain with the Convention, the most friendly 
intercourse, and a concurrence of operations as far as will be practicable. 





— ms 


Biography. 


MEMOIRS OF SALMON MORTON. 


We have the example of the Holy Spirit for transmitting the biogra- 
phy of men to succeeding generations. 

The lives of the saints will ever be a comment on the covenant faith- 
fulness of God, and will be brought up in the ages to come, to exemplify 
the exceeding riches of his grace. A faithful preservation of the mem- 
ory of the just, continues to the world, the light of their examples, and 
perpetuates an influence, which aids the march of the saints, and the 
progress of the Gospel. By this method, the experience, the examples 
and the wisdom of those, who have gone before, are made to shine up- 
on the path of those who succeed them, and at once reflect upon their 
view, the accumulated light of many generations. There is far more of the 
Godhead displayed in the formation of the christian character, than in 
the creation of the world. In the performance of no duty, are good 
men more lable to err, than in giving the character of departed saints. 
Whilst they labor to illustrate their virtues, they too frequently cast a 
veil over their defects, and give but a partial, for a general view of their 
characters. In proportion as defects and depravity are concealed, the 
power of grace is less conspjcuous in the formation of their characters, 
and in the production of those virtues, which stamp them with the 
likeness of their divine Master. After allowing for the influence of edu- 
cation, and the administration of the gospel, in elevating the standard oi 

morals in community, there is much leit to he effected by the energies 
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of the spirit of grace, to form the hearts of men to the love and practice 
of virtue. In tew instances. has the glory of God been more strongly 
displayed, than in the experience and preaching of the subject of this 
memoir. 

He was boro in Athol, Massachusetts, May 11, 1767, and was the el- 
dest son of Deacon Abner Morton. He early discovered a taste for read- 
ing, but his opportunity with books, and for an education was very limi- 
ted. Little was noticable in him, out of the ordinary course of provi- 
dence, except a remarkable sobriety in his deportment, until he arrived 
at-the age of thirteen. At this period of his lite, he was a subject of that 
deep conviction of sin, and those impressions of the divine Spirit, which 
in the more matured part of his life, he regarded as the commencement 
of a work of grace on his heart. Of this, however, at the time he had 
not the evidence. He was sober and regular in his habits, and continued 
in the service of his father, until he was of age. He then in company 
with another young man, went into the state of Vermont, where he la- 
bored for a season, until he lost his health. His parents, not hearing 
from him as they expected, had much anxiety about him, and at length 
his father went to see him. He found him quite ill, and greatly distres- 
sed in mind, sinking down under a sense of his lost state. He removed 
him home, but his agony of soul increased, until at length he wholly des- 
paired of mercy. He continued lost to all hope, in the horrors of des- 
pair, for about three days, during which time, his body was much agita- 
ted with trembling, while his spirit was filled with a fearful looking for 
of wrath, and fiery indignation from the Almighty. He rejected every 
encouragement, suggested to him by christian people, drawn from the 
mercy of God, and from the grace of the Lord Jesus, who is able to 
save even to the uttermost. However God might save others, he 
thought he was given up to everlasting perdition. 

The deep depravity of his heart was laid open to his view, beyond 
what he had ever discovered it before, and he had an overwhelming 
sense of the vindic.ive justice of God. On the third day he suddenly 
rose from his bed, and went up stairs. His mother, with much anxiety, 
followed his steps unperceived by him, until she discovered him on his 
knees in prayer. She indulged the hope that his deliverance was near. 
It was not however until the next day, that he was brought out of dark- 
ness into marvellous light ; at which time he came out of his room, and 
his mother enquired of him how he felt. He replied, *‘ I am well, 
both in body and soul. I have been under a great delusion, viewing it 
impossible for God to save as great 2 sinner as I am, consistently with 
his justice. But now { see the fulness of the atonement of Christ. His 
blood cleanseth from all sin—that is, sufficient for the chief of sinners.” 
He said much on the greatness of the love of Christ, and of the mani- 
festation of it to him. On taking up the Bible, he opened to the xxx. 
chapter of Ezekiel, where he read, ‘‘ O son of man, I have made thee 
a watchman unto the house of Israel; therefore thou shalt bear the 
word at my mouth, and warn them from me.” The application was 
such to his mind, that it seemed to be a command from God to him, 
to preach the gospel. He spent two days in going from house to 


house, warning and exhorting all that he met, and declaring to them 
what the Lord had dene for his soul. He had little success, and re. 
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turned home much disheartened. He said he thought he had done 
wrong. His father asked him, if what he had said was not true. ‘* O 
yes, (he replied), the word of God will stand, but I am not a suitable 
person to proclaim it.’”” At this time there was no Church in Athol, 
with which he could unite in sentiment, and his religious privileges 
were few. He had many trials and discouragements, and at times greatly 
distressed about preaching. The word of the Lord wasiike fite shut 
up in his bones, while his language was, ‘‘I pray thee, have me excu- 
sed.’ ‘If it be possible, let this cup pass from me.’’ He remained 
in this situation for several years, until he removed with his parents 
into Madison, in the state of New-York. He was in Madison about two 
years in much affliction and distress of mind, when in 1799 he made 
a profession of religion. He was the first ever baptized in the place, 
and only about two months after the constitution of the church, with 
which he united. 

The church immediately urged him to the improvement of his gift, 
being satisfied that he was called of God to preach the gospel. In the 
mean time a meeting was appointed for a minister at a distance, and a 
large assembly came together; but he failed of coming. The attention 
of the assembly was turned upon Mr. Morion, to step forward and lead 
in worship. He thought he would read to them out of the Scriptures, 
and shortly after he commenced, he felt such a sénse of his duty to 
preach, he dare not decline the attempt. He ‘‘ spoke as the Spirit gave 
him utterance,” with great freedom and effect, to the astonishment of 
his hearers, and with abundant relief to his own soul. Here was the 
commencement of his ministerial labors, in which he afterwards mani- 
fested much delight. 

From this time he was employed by the church in Madison, much to 
their edification and profit. On the 23d of June, 1802, he was ordained. 
The conncil, in whose fellowship he was set apart, consisted of Elders 
Bacon, Roots, Hosmer, Parsuns and Butler. The following August he 
was married to Miss Mary Richardson, daughter of Deacon Jeremiah 
Richardson, of Newton, Mass. She had been a member of the Baptist 
church in that place for several years. She was of great use to him 
through life, in assisting him in his trials and toils, and was truly an help 
meet. 

Elder Morton labored with the church in Madison eleven years, dur- 
ing which time numbers were added to it, and he experienced days of 
prosperity, over against which God had set days of adversity. In his 
Jast visit to them, and. when preaching to them for the last time, he ad- 
dressed them in the language of the Apostle; ‘I was with you in. weak- 
ness and in fear, and in much trembling.”’ 

When he resigned his pastoral charge of this Church, he entered up- 
on more extensive and arduous labours. He spent a part of his time 
with destitute Churches, and the remainder, he was employed as a Mis- 
sionary. At length in the year 1816, he accepted a call from the Bap- 
tist Church, in Marcellus, and removed his family from Madison to that 
place. He remained, however, but about two years Pastor of this 
Charch, when he entered again upon Missionary labours. He at length 
was instrumental of raising up a Church at Skaneatelas; to some of 
whom, his preaching was made the power of God to salvation, and some 
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who were members in another connection, were more fully enlightened 
into the order of the Gospel, by his expositions of the word; and fol- 
lowing their solemn convictions of truth and duty, they became mem- 
bers of this Church. He continued his labors with this Church for a 
time, and then missionated again the most of a year, after which he re- 
turned to them, and divided his services between them and a destitute 
Charch in Tully, and with these he finished his ministry. He, however, 
did not remove his family from Marcellus; as his places-for preaching 
were not far distant, he continued here till he died. He was clearly 
Calvinistic in his sentiments, and bold and discriminating in his preach- 
ing. : 

[t is to his long and deep conviction of sin, we are to attribute in a 
great measure, the clearness and extent with which he would describe 
the depravity of the heart. His mind was lucid on whatever subject he 
engaged ; his reasoning powers were strong, and his feelings were 
ardent. He dwelt much in preaching on the perfections of the Godhead, 
and his power and purpose to save. tiis experience of the grace of God, 
was an effectual barrier against his preaching the doctrine of Arminus; 
nor would he treat the doctrine of election —the immutability of God’s 
counsel—the ultimate destination of saints and sinners, as comprehended 
in God’s eternal purpose, as subjects of mere speculation. He would fre- 
quently dwell on the higher points of divinity, with a fervour of devo- 
tion, evidential of great delight, in what the more feeble in doctrine, 
considered hard sayings. 

His general preaching, was more profitable to men of full age, for 
whom strong meat was intended, than for those unskilful in the word 
of righteousness, and had need of milk. On this account, he was defi- 
cient in the qualifications of a Pastor, and was not as profitable in this 
station as in his itinerant labors. 

To his friends, he was peculiarly affectionate, and in the jadgment of 
those, who could appreciate, the excellencies of his doctrine, be was 
without a rival, but the opposers of the electing grace of God, seldom 
felt more pain, than while sitting under his preaching. He would never 
make a surrender of truth, nor use enticing words of man’s wisdom to 
gain admirers; nor withhold the most prompt decisions upon any article 
of his faith, to save the feelings of those who differed from him. On 
this account he was frequently censured by his opposers, and bis friends 
conld not say but he was sometimes imprudent in conducting controver- 
sies with a vehemence, less calculated to persuade than to offend. 

He was deeply interested in the cause of Missions, and was one of the 
founders of the Hamilton Baptist Mission Society, and continued to sup- 
port it, to the extent of his abilities, through life. He was truly a man 
of prayer, and had great confidence in the power of faith. At times he 
enjoyed much of the divine presence. 

His circumstances in life were depressing: not receiving enough for 
his public services, to supply the wants of a rising family, like Paul, 
his own hands ministered to his necessities. He was active and labo- 


rious in whatever he undertook, and was able to endure much fatigue, 
until January 1821, when he caught a violent cold, which settled upon 
his lungs, and laid the foundation for a fatal disease, which terminated 
only with his life. He soon began to decline, and was unable to preach. 


In August following, he visited his aged parents and friends, in Madison, 
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and for the last time attempted to preach at Cazenovia, on his return. 
His text was in Acts xvii. 28. ‘‘ Him declare [ unto you.” He had 
-unusual assistance, and spoke with great freedom. He was solemn and 
much enraptured with the views he had on the occasion, of the perfec- 
tions and glory of God. He returned home to his family, and from that 
time his decline was more rapid. He viewed his approaching dissolu- 
tion with much fortitude and resignation. 

The doctrine he had preached to others, was a great source of conso- 
lation to him, under all his distresses. He realized its reality and glory, 
more than ever, as he drew near the grave. He suffered much pain in 
the last part of his sickness, and sometimes dissolving nature would ex- 
press its agonies with a groan ; yet he bore his sufferings with patience, 
and even with delight, when viewing them as coming from the hand of 
his heavenly Father. 

He said to a Ministering Brother who visited him, ‘ he had often 
heard people say, when racked with pain, it is hard to bear, but it was 
just, but he could say more, it was not only just, but merciful.” He re- 
garded all his distresses, as ‘‘ light afflictions which were but for a mo- 
ment,”? and would in the end, work out for him ‘‘ a far more exceeding 
and eternal weight of glory.”’ With all the tender sympathies of a hus- 
band and a father, he gave up his wife and children, into the hands of 
mon ny doubting, but he would fulfil to them, all the good pleasure of 

is will. 


A little before his death, he composed the following lines, which ex- 
press his hopes and his prospects of a glorious immortality, and his de- 
sires to depart and be with Christ. 


Come, O come, thou guardian spirit, For me the shame he has despis’d, 





Walt my soul to worlds on high ;{| And endur’d the dreadful cross ; 
Trusting in my Saviour’s merit, In his great name I was baptiz’d, 
I am ready now to die. All for him I counted loss. 
All my conflicts, sins and sorrows, | Then in one association, 
And heart achings now are o’er;!  Seers and Patriarchs unite, 
I have pass’d the gloomy horrors, | And ascribe their whole salvation, 
_ Where the tempest loud did roar.| To their God with great delight. 
Now my tranquil soul is waiting, Then the bless’d apostles holy, 
: To forsake this mortal clod ; With the throng of Martvrs bold; 
Now my heart for heaven is beating,| Triumphant tell the amazing story 
Now | long to see my God. Flow the Lord did them uphold. 
There to fall in deep prostration, | Those with joy unknown to Angels 
At the feet of him who bled ; Down they fall at Jesus’ feet; 
And in holy adoration, Thou hast sav’d us from all danger 
Praise him as my glorious head. And hast made our bliss complete. 
And if he a crown of glory, There with all the ransom’d legions, 
In amazing grace should give, I would hallelujah sing; | 
I would cast it, crying holy, And would make the blissful regions 
At his feet, who ever lives. With the song forever ring. 


T’bus while sinking onder the weight of disease, and approaching the 
dreadful moment of his dissolution, the glory of the gospel was beam- 
ing upon his view, and lighting his soul in triumph through the vale of 


death, he was enabled to rejoice in his safferings, and no sooner had 
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al 


he filled ‘‘ up that which was behind of the afflictions of Christ in his 


flesh,” than his soul burst the veil of sense, to enter into the everlasting 


fruition of God. ‘ 
His departure from time was on the morning of the 22d of January, 


1822, in the 54th year of his age, and the 20th of his public ministry. 


— <P 

DONATIONS TO THE HAMILTON BAPTIST MISSION SOCTETY. 
Deacon Jonathan Cowell, Spencer, by Elder Capron, - Dolls. 1 00 
Ontario Association, five barrels of flour. - - : 24 75 
F irmersville Female Society, in cash and produce, . 23 50 
Newfield Female Society, in tow cloth, - - 7 87 
Groton Femaie Society, cash, : - - 1 50 
Smithville Female Society, in sundry articles, - - 3 87 
Mr. James Gibbs, 1 bridle, ° ~ ° 175 
General Government, cash, - - 125 00 
individuals in Lansing and Genoa, in wheat, - 9 50 
Black River Missionary Society, cash and sundry articles, . 18 25 
Lisle Female Society, 9 1-2 yards white #annel, . : 5 94 
First German Female Society, 25 bags, . - 91 00 
Dryde: Female Society, cash and sundry articles, - i2 44 
I.ucy Sherman, Manlius, 1 pair of shoes, . - 1 50 
North Norwich Female Society, - - - 11 38 
Rev. Howard Malcomb, two dozen hymna books, - y 50 


Elder Joun Peck received a Donation of Mr. WILLIAM GARRET, 
of Lenox, of $100, to be applied at discretion, to aid the Foreign, 
or Dometic Mission, or both. The Boards: of both Societies will be 
consulted on the subject, at their annual meeting, and the appropriation 
will be noted in our next number. 

There having been an omission last year, by the Editors, i no- 
ticing the liberal contrioutions made to Elder Puitteo, in Pennsylvania, 
they now state, and gratefully acknowledge the receipt of twenty-nine dol- 
lars and seventy-one cents, which was appropriated to defray the expense 
of his mission. — 

ORDINATIONS. 

Orpatnep, in Egremont, (Mass.) on the 4th of July, as an Evangelist, 
SAMUEL S. MALLERY. : 

Elder John Harris preached on the occasion, from Romans 1. 16. 
‘For Tam not ashamed of the gospel of Christ.” 

Orpatnen, at Cazenovia Village, on the Ist of October, as an Evan- 
gelist, Brother JASON CORWIN. 

Brother Hascall preached on the occasion, from Col. 1. 28. ‘* Whom 
we preach, warning every man, and teaching every man in all wisdom; 
that we may present every man perfect i in Christ Jesus.”’ 
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